THE    LAST    BAYS    OF    MADRID

fighting (most of them cowards), or those who, in the last
moments, served the interests of the Nationalists (most of
them traitors).

In the fifth concession it was guaranteed that all those
who had been simply in the ranks of political organisations
opposed to the Nationalist movement would be exempt
from responsibility. This concession took the efficacy
from, or actually annulled, the second and third con-
cessions, since it inferred that all who had not been private
soldiers in the ranks of the army or militant members
without office in the parties and organisations, would be
held to be criminally responsible.

And lastly, in the eighth, there were serious responsi-
bilities for those who opposed the Nationalist advance.
One could see only too clearly that this document had
been drawn up so cleverly that whilst conceding nothing,
it would give a sense of confidence to all those who read
it in good faith. The declarations made by the enemy's
representatives and a study of the concessions offered by
the Generalissimo, made me doubt whether any nego-
tiations would be possible. However, I did not wish my
scepticism to affect the other members of the Council,
because we had to avoid depression or excitement, the
consequences of which might have been fatal. In spite
of my silence, I realised that the other members of the
Council supposed, as I did, that General Franco would
refuse conversations for peace.

The days which we spent waiting for General Franco's
answer (from the i3th to igth March) were a torture to
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